DRIVING SCHOOL STANDARDIZATION PROGRAMME (DSSP)
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DSSP

1.
What is DSSP?
DSSP is a comprehensive scheme that spells out the objectives, requirements and procedures for establishing and operating a driving school in Nigeria under the Law.  It also incorporates the curriculum process of accreditation and licensing and also modalities for monitoring and evaluation of all registered driving schools.

2.
What is the aim of DSSP in Nigeria? 
DSSP aimed at addressing the problem of road traffic crashes in Nigeria through properly monitoring and controlling the ways Nigerians learn how to drive. 
3.
What are the Objectives of DSSP?  

a.
Setting uniform standards for all drivers

b.
Inculcating Safety consciousness and habits in the drivers.

c.
Instilling in the drivers knowledge of traffic signs and regulations.

d.
Improving driving skills necessary for the job.

e.
Building a healthy relationship between drivers and their client/customers as well as other stakeholders.

f.
Ensuring excellent services delivery by drivers 

g.
Ensuring better road safety culture.

4.
What are the Necessary Legal Instrument of DSSP?  
The Federal Road Safety Commission Establishment Act, 2007 gives the Commission the statutory responsibilities of traffic management, preventing and minimizing crashes on the highways.  In addition, section 20(1), 20(3) and 22(2) of the National Road Traffic Regulations 2004 empowers the commission to set Standards and regulate the activities of Driving Schools in Nigeria.
5.
Why DSSP need to Train Driving Instructors?  
For uniformity and standardization of training, all instructors are to undergo training and certification organized by the Federal Road Safety Commission before they are allowed to train drivers in various driving schools.

6.
What are the Requirements for becoming a Driving Instructor?  
(a) 
A driving instructor must have had a minimum of 5 years driving experience and should not be below the age of 25 years. Physically and mentally fit. 
(b) 
Must pass written examination as may be organized and conducted by the commission after a prescribed training period. 
(c) 
Must be a holder of Valid Nigeria Driver’s 
License.

 (d) 
He or She must not be on probation as negligent vehicle operator. 

7.
What are the contents of the Examination a Driving School Operator Takes? 
An applicant for driving school operator will be given a written examination under these areas:

(a) Traffic laws 
(b) Safe driving practice 
(c) Operation of motor vehicles 
(d) Knowledge of teaching methods and techniques 
(e) Driving school statutes and regulations 
(f) Business ethics 
(g) Office procedures 
(h) Basic record keeping.

8.
What are the contents of the Examination a Driving Instructor Takes? 
(a) Traffic laws 
(b) Safe driving practice 
(c) Operation of motor vehicles 
(d) Knowledge of teaching methods and techniques.

9.
What are the Necessary Requirements for Establishing a Driving School?   
Every driving school must have comprehensive insurance on all motor vehicles used for driving instructions. A comprehensive insurance policy must cover the instructors and trainees. The policy must also cover injury as well as death while under instructions.
Other Compulsory Requirements includes; 
a Classroom/Administrative Office  

b Road Worthy Vehicle(s) for Driving Instruction (Dual Control) 

c Registered Driving Instructor(s) 

d Course Manual 

e Highway Code 

f Traffic Laws/Regulations 

g First Aid Facilities
h Fire Extinguisher

Other Requirements
a Simulator  

b Road Sign Models

c Vision Acuity Test Facilities  
d Library 

e Workshop/Inspection Pit 

f Television and CD Player

g Overhead Projector

h Magnetic Board 

i Safety Tips 

10.
What are the Procedures for Establishing a Driving School?  
The establishment of a driving school is Build own and operate (BOO) form of public private partnership.  Private Sector is expected to largely run the schools while the government provides enabling environment by setting standards of operation.  However, approval and licensing is the sole responsibility of the Federal Road Safety Commission.  Registration form can be obtained in any FRSC Commands nationwide or at www.frsc.gov.ng
11.
What is Accreditation, Approval and Certification in DSSP?  
Accreditation of schools and programmes shall be carried out by the Federal Road Safety Commission (FRSC) in conjunction with Nigeria Institute of Transport Technology (NITT) and the resident VIO. Approval, Registration and certification shall be by the Commission upon inspection of the existing driving school whereby the minimum Standards are met, the forms are sent through the Zonal Commanding Officers to RSHQ for final approval and Certification.
12.
Why is it necessary to carry out monitoring and appraisal of driving School after certification?  
To ensure that driving School are up to Standards and that such standards are not compromised.

13.
Why is the curriculum for driving schools necessary?  
A uniform curriculum is developed so as to set uniform standards for drivers throughout the country and ensure proficiency as well as professionalism.  Driving schools are necessary to provide uniform training and re-orientation for drivers, with the aim of making them uniformly better and road safety conscious operators leading to safer road culture.

14.
What is the Scope of Driving School Standardization Programme?  
DSSP covers all Driving Schools across the country. It regulates the activities of both Government and private driving schools. 
15.
What is the Philosophy of Driving Schools Standardization Programme?  
Driving Schools will be based on the philosophy of public private partnership (PPP) Thus; driving schools would be run largely by the private sector while government will be responsible for providing the enabling environment and for setting standards of operation.  

16.
What kind of Programmes is run by Standard Driving Schools?  
They are:


a.
Basic (Learners) Driver Course 3 month’s minimum


b.
Professional Proficiency course for drivers 8 week 


c.
Executive Drivers Course 4 weeks and 


d.
Specific Vehicles Drivers Course 4 weeks.

17.
What are the basic requirements a Driver Trainee should have?   
A trainee should not be below 17 year of age.  He or she must be physically fit and does not suffer from epilepsy.

18.
What do you Understand by Driver Orientation and Preparation?  
A driver must know the definition of driving, need for and purpose of driving, driver’s roles and responsibilities, proper attitudes/control of assigned vehicle and introduction to driver psychology.

19.
What does a driver need to know about Licensing of Vehicles and Drivers?   


a.
Drivers’ License categories 

b.
Lerner’s Permit 


c.
Driving test and Certification 


d.
Vehicle Identification (Number Plates)


e.
Vehicles documentation/Licensing.

20.
What does a driver need to know about basic Vehicle Mechanism?  

a.
The general orientation on parts of vehicles including brief explanation of engine components. 


b.
 Transmission system and steering apparatus 


c.
Brake System 


d.
Vehicle parade  
21.
What Laws should a Driver know before beginning to drive?  

a.
Road Traffic Acts 


b.
National road Traffic Regulations 


c.
Highway Code 


d.
Federal Highway Act 


e.
Police Act 


f.
FRSC Act  

22.
What do we mean by Introduction to the Art of Driving? 
a.
Using Simulator (Mock vehicle) 
b.
Driving proper (Practical)-at driving range 

c.
Driving proper (Practical)-on a public road
23.
What does the uniform curriculum recommends for teaching Riders of Motorcycles and tricycles?  

a.
Licensing of riders and motorcycle/tricycle 


b.
Maintenance culture 


c.
Riders and the law 


d.
Characteristics of tricycle


e.
Introduction to the art of riding 

24.
What Laws do the Riders need to know? 
a.
Road Traffic Act

b.
Police Act 

c.
FRSC Act

d.
National Road Traffic Regulation 

e.
Highway Code 

f.
Effects of alcohol, drug and riding under the influence of drugs.



25.
What are the preconditions for given Driving Instructions? 
Driving instruction is a regulated activity which involve contact with children or vulnerable adult where individual could develop a relation of trust.  Giving driving instructions therefore must be through either of the following:

a.
Registered Driving School


b.
Registered Driving Instructor.

26.
How do DSSP issue Licenses?  
Registration licenses are issued to driving schools that meet up with the full certification requirements mention above.
27.
What are the types of Driving Test?
a. Driver Theory test 

b. Practical Driving Test.

